


On the Sunday following we had the Club 2nd
Armmual Supper and Social. This also was very suc=—
cessful due to the capable handling by the Sec.
and others, We worec pleased to see some new faces
to whom we extend a welcome to the club.

Thus the club ended December 1940, a year of
many experiences, to enter upon a year of many
possibilities and hopes.

May I wish you all a mecre pleasant fubure!

EDITOR.

. GENERAL NOTES

annual General Meetings

This will be held on Sunday February 9th at
7=30 p.m. at Headquarters (16, Friargate). Itoms
will include the Secrebtary!s and Treasurer's report.
election of Officials for 1941, fubture events, and
motions firom members.

Will any member who has any suggestions to be
discussed at the A, Ge M. please forward within 7
days of the above date to the Secretary.

It is with deepest regret that we learn of the
death of our old friend Edale Holmes, at Sheffield
during a recent air-raid., Eddis will be recalled
by our older members as the Secretary of the Derby
Technical College C, C., the predecessor of this
cluwb., He was one of the founder members of this
organisation, one toc whom we shall lock back upon
as a likeable care=free yoxtn, full of mischief,
but a real good friend. is parents and all who
knew him have at least one consolatlon in that he
died for a splendid cause.

JANUARY RUNS

Date Meet Place Lunch Attraction
11 & 2-30 b5 Lamps Haddon Grove Conksbury Y. Ha
12 Lathkill Dale
19 9-30 Merket  Rocester -
Place
25 & 2-30 5 Lamps Buxton Y. H.
26 9-30 Market ~ Flash Rally
Place
Febo
o 9=30 Market Winster

Place



Se SOCIAL PROGRAMME

A very successful social and supper was held
on Sunday Dec. 29th at Headquarters,although we - -
were sorry not to see a few of our old friends.
Supper was served in the best style (servietdes and

lasses included). The first course was mixed soup
ollowed by rabbit. and two veg., this followed by
biscuits and wines.

Four toasts were drunk: The Kings; Absent
Friendss; and The Ciub: this was followed after a re-
£ill by a %oast to The Visitors. . Games were then
organised with an interval for cake and a drink of
cyder. Altogathor a most excellent time was had.

Far January a Social Night on Sunday Jan. 19th
hos been arranged botween our club and the Derby=-
shire Road Ciub. The evening will consist of darts
and ‘table tennis conbtests and all are asked to co=
operatc to make a great success of this night.

Purther social events are - Club Nights cach
Wednesday and Surday between 7 and 10 p.m. with .
Y.. H. A. nights each Thursday at a cost of 6d which
includes reireshments.

CLUB DANCES will be held as follows:

Friday, Jan, 175h at the Rialto Ballroom, 7=30
p.m. to 11 p.m. Lionel Millard®s Dance DBand; Tickots
avoilable from members of the club price 1/6 cachs
H, M. F. 1/~ each.

Tuesday Feb. 4th at tho Plaza Ballroom, 7-30
Pe e to 12=0 p.m. Biily Merrin & His Commanderss
Licensed Buffet; Ticksts /6. Ho M. F. 1/6, obbtain-
able shortly from members of tho club an@/or,at
Headquarters, j

Picass make a succcss of these two evenbs.

MAAGAZINE ARTICLES erc urgently requested for
the continuily of tho "Signpost". Pleasc forward
articles on either cycling, rembling, or social
events to the Editor, J. Tomlinson, 192 Osmaston
Park Road. Derby, by the 22nd January.

JOINT MANAGEMENT CCMMITTEE MEMBERS (Club Hood-
quarters)s D. Waicwell, R. Naylor, J. Rutland, D.
Young, and Miss M. Hudson,

MEEMBERS IN THE FCORCES:

These members wish ‘to thank all membexrs of the
club fox the Xmas gifits received thircugh the coll=
ection made by members and send their best wishos to

4e

a2ll members and the hope of the conbtinuced success
of the clubs.

Jack Pago should now be on 14 days leave;
Ernic Toon and Ray DBrainecs havc cccently had their
%eave.- Tom Copley is hoping to be on loave short-

Yo :
The present known addresscs of these lads are

available from the Scc.

The Scc. reports that he has roceived an Xmas

Card from Frank Swift and it appears that he is

stationod at Dercham in Norfolk. Efforts arc being
made to costablish and maintain contact with Frank,

ADVERT &
We aro pleased to welcome to tho Mag. our

 fricnd Tom Crowther. Many of you have mot him . ci-

thor on the road or in his shop and cxperienced his
fair doaling in businoss. We trust that members
and their frionds will continue to support Tom.

DERBY YOUTH HEADQUARTERS
’ 16 Friargato, Dorby.

Bach Wiednesday, Thursday, and Sunday cvening.

: To me as Secretary of this club and its pro=-
decossor the Derby Technical College C. C., the
above heading is an ambition at long last realised.
To achieve such a thing during war-time is
without a doubt marvellous but to achicve it at al:
has moant a great deal of risk and umending work £

~mysclf and the other poople who have assisted.

To s tart from tho beginning, it was the desir:
mainly of mysclf to attompt to establish within
this town a Youth Headquartors similar to thosc
which have become firmly established in other towns
This was a great problem since not only werc somc

',of the membors of my club partially dis-interested

but the majority of the youth in this town roquirecc
spoon=fccding. In other words they wented something
found and preparcd for them. They worc not willinj
to start with the raw material and build up. I-

“don't mean that they woro expected to build with
‘bricks and mortar, no, all that was nccessary was

for cach zlub to get together and pool their ideas
and enthusiasm.

Here was tho difficulty - I was the Leadcr of
a club whose main interest and activity was connect
od with Youth Hostolling. We came in contect wit!
kamoling clubs who troated us likc bad cheesc and
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we foolishly roturned the compliment., Furthor to
this we had oniy just starting Yo-Ho-ing and trod
on o few peoples! corns in our efforts. Also the
other cycling clubs in the town and district were
mainly self-conbtained = the Derby Ivanhoe C. C. cone
corned itself with racing = the Derbyshire Road
Club also devoted much of its activities to racing
and since some of our mombers werc baking part in
racirg - a sport which most thikors' tredt with con-
tempt, it scemed thet the *twein were nevor to mect!
Many were the rebuffs I had, but by improving
the organisation of my cwn club Gogether with maine
teining the conncesions and individual views of
other clubs it was possible by tho summer of 1939 %o
sco a morksd improvoment bebween our club and others

in the town and the Derby Y.H.A. Group. You may says
Well what has this tc do with the Youth Headquartors!
Well I could sce that while cach club was striving bo

maintoin its own Headquartcers much effort was being
wasted, through lack of concentrated effort. It was
in my nind, as well as othor pecoplest!, that.if we

had a building which could be used by cach club, with

suitable equipmont provided, that we should be at
last achleving some definitec aim,

Thae war caused a fow clubs To drop out (for the

aticu), loaving three cycling clubs, two rombling
clubs, and the Dorby Y« H. A. Town Group. Horo I

ho first light of opporbunity since the Y.H.hs
Town Group was following a similar line to our club
and since two of our club had beon appointed to the
Y. Hs 4. Committec due to tho work thoy had done for
the Association, '

So it was that thore has now come into being a
now Committoo and o new idea. It was rosolved that
since cach of She organisations (the M.R.C. and Y.H.
A.) desirsd to mainbtain Hoadquarteors for their mome
bors and that the sctivities at these Headguarters
wore semo, co=opcoration was desired. With the
assistanze of a grant from the Derby Youth Committee
it is row possible bp put into concrete form the
ideas each body has been working on. i

Ry inter. co=oporation it has been resolved to

Q g'cn.

v o joint Commnittee consisting of five members from
ach organisationg cach club to have cqual rights
and responsibili

up of a Youbh Cenbre on firmly cstablished foundat-
ions. Maybe we shall have difficulties duc to warw

timzs conditions bubt I and my colleagues arc confident
that this achievement will be maintainocd and increascd

throughous the war and afbter it to the botterment of
rclations botwcen our Youth. D. WHEWELL,

ointly maintain and menage the rooms at 16 Friargate

tios. Thus hes commonced the building

MERCURY RAMBLING CLU7B 6.
Hon. Secs: Jack Rutland, 614 Harvey Rd., Derby.

Those of you who attendsd the Half-Yearly
General Meeting durirg Coctobsr will recall a motion
by Doug. Whewsll, the Sec. of the Cyzling Club,
that since some members and their friends hod ex-
pressed their desire to have a try at thiking!
that due -note of this be taken. This was not in any
wag taken that they were not interested in cycling
but that an expansion of our activities had come
about.

. This motion was passed by a majority, it beinp
left to the Committee to arrange the details.

Since this date the subjest has been discussed
by the M. R. C. Committce and the following items
decided upon providing that these were accepbable
to those interested, viz: that ths club be called
the Mercury Rambling CGlub, to have its own Secre=
tary, that the Troasurer of the Cycsling Ciub be
mads joint Treaduresr for each club, that the subs=

‘eripbtion be the sams as the cycling club and that

it be reciprocal to each club -~ thus anyone jcin=
ing the Ma R. C. ocould go oither cycling or walk-
ing, for the samc subscripbicn. That the funds of
each club be pooled, each to khave cqual rights ro-
garding same, that a space be allgcated in the clu:
magazine for use of ths Rambling Ciub, and that tl.

“club headquartors be ragerdsd as available for eac.

club?s mombors and their fricnds.

It is pleasing to nobo that these suggesticns
have been accepted and that further ce=opcration
has since been achieved.

It was agreed that tho Rambling Ciub sheuld ¢
to the same Youth Hostels as tho Cycling Club and
as far as was possible that each club should
arrange to meet at the same lunch place cn the Suvn
day following.

This has becn tried with good success. Cn

. Docenber: 14th members of each club paid a visit to

oL

Hartingbton Hall Ycuth Hostol, making for Wetton on
Sunday lunch. Aithough this was the first trip of
the Rambling Ciub and conseguent rosults were to
be expected from sore foet ete., this party walksd
from Ashbourne to Hortington on the Savurday by way
of the "Dales" and ashicved equal success and ens

thusiasm by completing a similar feat on the Sunday

Jack Rutland has proved to be an ideal Loader
as well as a capable orgeniser and we wish him and
his club the bos’s of Success and good 'hiking?.

It is nct pessible owing to war conditions to

" arrange for runs each wesckecnd sinco it is necess=

ary for most of the members to work overtime a¥h
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their factories that it has been possible to ar=-

range the followings: ’

January

11 Sat. Conksbury Youth Hostel,

12 Sun. DBradford or Lathkill Dale. Lunch at
Monyash.

25 Sat. Duxbon Youth Hostel.
26 Sun. Goyt alley; Lunch place.

Further details rogarding the moeting place,
train or tbus times and fares, will be posted up on
on the Notice Board at Headquarters (16 Friar-gatc)

"YOUTH TAKES A BOW,."

It is usual for anybhing to start at the be=-
ginning, and so in casc the Editor considers me
good cnough to supply further articles, I proposo
commencing with a first tour. In the first placo
tho prime causc of this tour is intercsting, if
only t0 stimulate you dear rcader, to recall what
first made you attompt a cycling holiday. We, that
is "Young Spiv" and mysclf, had been invited down
to Folkstonc for a wook's holiday, but we wanted to
go camping, and as is always the case, lucrec cventu-
ally socttled thce matter. We couldn't afford the
train farc, we couldn't afford to buy camping ocquip=
ment, so we did ncither, instead the magic words:
"Youth Hostel Association™ fortunately camc our way.
Investigation rovealed that the Y. H. A. offored us
a means of almost camping our way down to Folkstonc
without any train farc. Well, that dull, mercenary
beginning was the acorn which is growing into a-
majestic oak tree. It put forth a shoot - our first
tour, and like all good shoots, it devcloped; and
when conditions arc morc favourable its growth will
be morc rapid - just you wait until after the warl

Words cannot adequately express thosc thrills
- ag we planned our journey = a weok cycling dovm bo
Folkestone, a weock spent therc, then a week cycling
back - How grecat! Three weeks! holiday instead of
one! The first difficulty was "Young Spiv's" age,
since the Y.H.A. had a minimum limit in those days
of 14 yrs - but we were dishonest by at lcast six
months. Then there was his bike to get rocady - a
full fortnight's Jjob because wo stripped the framoc
and repainted it grecn (just to'bc different!). Wo
also tried to lighten the heavy roadster by fitting
caliper brakes, but "drops" or any other of the
"true cycling fittings" which we have today, worc

Ba

not for him. We did NOT rcad any books for advice,
and at the risk of boasting I'm going to say hore
and now that the whole trip was accomplished with=-
out a hitch In a style which compares exzcellently
with our roceut "old-age" tours,

That first night at Ashtwcll Casbtle Y. H. is
still fresh in my mind, but is proccceded by memor=-
ics of the tea we had at Abthorpe, a little villagoe
a fow miles away from the hostel. There it was we
roceived our first (and how gcodl!) impression of
"forcigners". Thore was no official tea place in
the village, but the good lady at the village shop
provided us with tea and we had to press 9d on her
for both of us: "Was 9d too much?" said she!

That evening spent making our beds, cooking
our supper; thosc four Americans who ate a 21b jar
of jam just like we abo fruit; those four snobbish
Gloucestor girls, and finally the moonlight sing-
song on the castle roof. Small wonder we siept
soundly - even the excitement couldn®t keep us
awa ke,

The rext day we reached Watlington - Oh! the
place whcore we woshed our feet in the village brook
because they were so tired after such a hot day,
and anyway, we had to wait from 3 till 5 for the
hostel to opsen. Odiham was our next place of call -
here, a bad impression of the Wardeon, but what
meals - we took halfwa-dozen cobs away with us. Tho
next stop wos Ide Hill Y. H. -Immediately I think
of the open~air swimming pool at Brasted - it gave

. us such an apnetite for tee, taken in company with
-.a crowd of hesbollers, all interesting peopls but

space forbids their being mentionecd individually

. oxcept for the French girl - her English, my

French - phew!

We were ncw near tho fruit district and so our
menu was fruit; plums, apples, and pears cvery mea._
and ‘in betwcen = so cheap - 6 1lbs of apples and 4
1b of pears, for 44! To bought the apples and
found two florins in the dus% at the side of a lane
We reached Folkestone on the last day, by covering
20 miles of counitry lanes, and the final 70 miles
along the military road, the latter so boring we
could only do 10 miles ‘to the pot of teal

The week at the sea~-side was grand, but tame
comparcd with the trip down, the only exciting even.
being our climb up the Cliffs of Dover. On the Sat-
urday morning that we were recady to return no mcney
had come through from home, so our last 6d was spent
on a telegram, so cryptics: "Address, Money urgent,
Spiv." A money order came about 12 p.m. and we
wore off, cxplanations could await our return hom




e iYouth Takes a Dow" (Cont'd)

Then on to Bwhurst, a model hostel = how grand
those blackborrics and croam tasted aftor a hot
bath (Keep quict = rough-necks!) - wo had gothered
them ourselves on Leith Hill Common, as wo had . .
come through such beautiful countryside - Abingor
Hommer, Friday Streot, ete. The next days: Guild=-
ford and the Hogs Dack stand out in my mamory,
followed by the hostel at Sucklobury, and here wec
met the Gorman boy and his girl who thought a
cucumbor was some kind of a trunchcon, who also
wore loth to roturn to Germeny, having rocceived
such a sood impression of England.

From Ducklebury we pushed through Cotswold
countryside far too quickly, past Shipston=-under-"
TWyclwood Hostel to Stow-on=the-Wold, a beautiful

Srl-ot town built in limestone with cobbled market
squarc and a pleasant rustic air. The Hostecl has
16ft me a memory of mystory, for the warden
ourious fellow of the artist type, with goubee
beard, whitec moustache and black bow, secmed to do
all the catering and cooking. Was that fat lady
his wife and 211 those children his?  Then of ¢
courso therc was his omelettes - in tho days of
eggs!t :

The final stage of the journey was via Bir-
mingham, where we had to call at an Aunt's, and

so we wore bapbtised to tauring, and became ‘the
envy of our schoolmates, just as today wo tourists
are ‘the env¥ of our worlmates, who nover have tho
initiative to leave home.

Tho mamorics of this tour are multitudinous,
and arc ever a sourcc of pleasant enéoymgﬂt.

SPI

", LONE WEEEwIND" Dy R. Naylor, has had %o
be left out owing to lack of spacc.

Duplicated by
W. Ball, T4 Toll Dar Rd; Listerdale, Rotherhem.




